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him go on to the river St. John so that he could find
du Pont and go to work on the Catechism, as they
had agreed at his departure. But the said sieur was
not willing to grant his request, unless on the condi-
tion that he would feed and keep with him, [183] un-
til the following Spring, the sailors who would take
him there; a Condition totally impossible. There-
fore he had to give up his Catechism, and return
with the others to Port Royal, much to his regret.

While we were away, no one had remained at the
settlement of Port Royal except Father Enemond
Massé and a young Parisian, called Valentin Pageau.
The Father lived very austerely, in the manner of
a Hermit, seeing no one, except occasionally two
or three Frenchmen who were cultivating the land
two leagues away, and perchance some Savage who
was passing by. Shortly after his return, Father
Biard fell ill of a light but slow and chronic malady,
which gave to Father Enemond an occasion for
charity.

They had been given a boy to help them in their
needs, [184] whom they had treated very kindly; but
he left them in the depths of the snow and in the
heart of Winter.

The snow began on the 26th of November, and
with it (what grieved them the most) the cutting down
of their rations. There was given to each individual
for the entire week only about ten ounces of bread,
half a pound of lard, three bowls of peas or beans,
and one of prunes. The Jesuits never had more nor
different things than the other members of the com-
pany, and it is a very impudent lie which the Fac-
tionist alleges to the contrary.

During all this time the Savages did not come to



